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“Leishan is  a county of Guizhou Province -  home to the 
major i ty of the Miao populat ion in China. Being the largest 

Miao community in the nation, the province attracts numerous 
t ravelers each year by i ts  splendid culture, embodied in the 

costumes, st i l t  houses,  et iquette, and fest ivals .

Besides producing some of the most beauti ful  embroidery in 
the world, which is  on China’s intangible cultural  her i tage 

l i s t ,  the Miao is  also known for i ts  exquis i te s i lver accessor ies. 
For more than 400 years,  i t ’s  been custom to decorate 

oneself  head to toe with s i lver hats,  horns,  comb, earr ings, 
neckband, necklace, bracelet,  etc..  The purpose is  pr imari ly 
aesthet ic,  but they are also worn as amulets to ward off  evi l , 
and as symbols of wealth.  Miao’s clothes bear st rong cultural 
messages, embodying ancient totems and histor ic legends in 
the patterns and favor ing bold basic colors -  red and green, 
yel low, orange, br ight blue and white on a blue background. 

For these reasons,  histor ians v iew Miao’s handiwork as the 
“Wearable History Book.”
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